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tion. It may be symbolic that Miliukov, standard-bearer of western parliamentarism, appeared at the opening afternoon sessions of the Duma in a dinner (quaintly known as "smoking") jacket, an attire still novel in St. Petersburg. There was nothing wrong with Miliukov's sartorial innovation, except that it was wrorn at the wrong time of the
day.
Moreover, western influences were restricted to the educated classes, and rapidly thinned out with the increase of the distance from the capital. St. Petersburg, with its baroque eighteenth and nineteenth century palaces built by French and Italian architects and its magnificent embankments—2 dream metropolis in the eerie glow of the white nights—was both physically and spiritually the most westernized of the Russian cities. The court and the bureaucracy were susceptible to western ideas, and not indifferent to world opinion. Moscow, a maze of winding streets lined with sprawling houses and vast gardens and dominated by the somber medieval walls, towers, and domes of the Kremlin, was traditionally critical of the new capital, scornful of the bureaucracy, and hostile to foreign ideas. The imprint of the west was less noticeable in the small provincial towns than in the larger cities, and disappeared altogether in the remote urban settlements, which had no modern amenities and differed from villages only in name. Moreover, 87 per cent of the population (according to the census of 1897) lived in rural areas and were as untouched by any cultural influence as though they dwelt on another planet.
The gulf between the educated classes and the masses was the basic and fatal weakness of Russia's social structure. In appearance, customs, standards, and way of life the btarin (a term applied by the lower stratum to social superiors) and the muzhik had nothing in common and, both literally and figuratively, spoke a different language. The Russian used by the educated groups differed sharply from the parlance of the peasants, nor had the two classes any common interests except, perhaps, the harvest and the weather, if the barin happened to be a landowner. The prevalence of illiteracy barred the great leveling influence of the popular press, even though by 1914 the ratio of those unable to read and write had probably declined from the 79 per cent of the 1897 census. According to official reports literacy among men drafted for the army increased from 38 per cent in 1894 to 56 per cent in 1904 and to 68 per cent in 1913. These figures, which still indicate a substantial percentage of illiteracy even in the selected group of

